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5 Steps a Nonprofit Should 
Take When Entering a 
Partnership With a Company



  	Know what the company wants before you enter an agreement. A corporation might not be a good fit for a nonprofit if the company’s goals are too lofty or are not aligned with the mission of the charity. Nonprofits also need to temper their expectations and remember that companies are out to make money.   
Want to be better organized? Visit philanthropy.com/resources for details about this and other tools.
Copyright © 2015 The Chronicle of Philanthropy




	Spell out the nuts and bolts. When your organization is ready to start a partnership, it should draft a legal agreement with the corporation that contains at least a rough framework for how the partnership will work. The document should also include protections for the nonprofit, such as spelling out how a company can use the nonprofit’s logo and for how long. 

	Have a lawyer review agreements. A lawyer for your organization should draw up the contract or agreement, or, if a company approaches the organization with a proposed contract. There are numerous state laws to consider when working with businesses to raise money. Some states require that a nonprofit’s name be included in all advertisements, or that certain information about how the money is raised to be noted. 

Have leaders sign off. When an agreement is close to being reached, high-level officials within the nonprofit should review it to make sure they know the organization’s obligations. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Continue communicating during the campaign. Just as important as drawing up an agreement is making sure that your organization communicates during a campaign and after it ends. 
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